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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please enter the following 
amendments and remarks. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please replace the paragraph starting on line 29 of page 1 1 with the following 

amended paragraph: 

--Then, in a step 708, of the available awards with the earliest expiration date and 
with the earliest earning date, the most encumbered awards are determined. In the above example, 
the available awards with the earliest expiration date and with the earliest earning date correspond to 
rows 338 and 340. The awards corresponding to row 338 were earned at business "4" according to 
promotion "2". Referring now to Fig. 4, row 412 indicates that awards earned at business "4" 
according to promotion "2" are not accepted by supplier "200". Thus, the awards corresponding to 
row 338 are encumbered. On the other hand, the awards corresponding to row 340 were earned at 



